Iwakl’s Revitallsation 5 Years After the Disaster:
Onahama Port

lwakl Viston visited Onahama Port, one of the areas that was affected by the 2011 Great East lapan
Earthquaks and tsunaml. There we met with staff from hwaki La La Mew to learn more about the damage
the facllity recelved and how the surrounding area has been undergolng steps In reconstruction and
revitalisation S years after the disaster.

Before and during the disaster

Iwaki La La Mew Is a popular fish market facllity on
the shore of Onahama. Before the earthquaks, It
brought In over 2 milllon customers and over 10000
tour buses every year.

The people who work at the facility had experienced
some smalltsunamis Inthe past, suchasonly 10cmor
so In helght.That Is why they Initially didn't beliewe In
the warnings that a 3m tsunamiwould hit Onahama
backin 2011,

The earthquake struck on a Friday afternoon when
the facllity was packed full of customers, As soon as
the tsunaml waming came, staff used boudspeakers
to quickly evacuate customers from the facility.
Thanks to their efforts, no lives were lost at the
facllity; however, 16 staff who couldn't evacuate In
time had towalt outthe niaht In the second floor of
the bullding as multiple tsunamis up to 4m high
and 2m abowe s2a level inundated the port area.

The rext day, the workers went downstalrs to find
that the tsunami had completely flooded the entire
first floor and kft glass, dead fish and debris
scattered everywhere, The facllity was forced to close
Its doors and took nine months to clear debis and
clean up the facllity. But thanks to the efforts of |
volunteers, they reopensd on November that same
year, Howewver the biagest concern at thattime was If
customers would raturn as a result of reports after
the Fukushima Dalichl Nuclear Disaster.

La La Mew and Onahama Port 5 years later

Customer numbers had significantly dropped after the disaster and nuckear accident. However, La La Mew
has made efforts to not only bring back local customers, but ako attract tourists from outside the city.
Some of these efforts Include setting up a play area forchildren on the first floor as well & Including a 3.11
disaster exhibition (see bottom two photos on previous page) to help psople better understand Iwaki's
reconstruction and dispel some of the misinformation that arose due to the nuclear accldent.

These efforts have helped retum some customers, but nonetheless the current amount of visitors to La La
Mew stands at around 80% of pre-disaster levels, and sales are roughly 80% of pre-disaster levels, One of
the reasons why sales have taken so long to recover Is that most local fish cannot be sold due to the risks
of radiation. This Is despite radlation monitoring showing that no local fish samples have exceedad
50bg/ka (half of the 100bg/kg limit) over the last six months,

Meanwhile, it Is expected that some of the cther reconstruction projects taking place around the port will
further boost tourist numbers. These Incude the completion of a 927m long bridae extending from the
shore so that bulk carrlers containing coal can enter the harbour and provide more quantities of more
efficient coal for the nearby Hirono and Nakoso power statlons.

One of the other major development projects taking place near the port Is the construction of a large
shopping mall. The shopping mall Is planned to be five storeys tall and also designed to not only withstand
tsunamis, but also serve as an evacuation site In the event of future tsunamis. The entire first floor will
comprise of only car parking with shops starting from the second floor above. A pedestrian deck will
connect the second floor of the shopping centre with the nearby Bishoku Hotel,

Finally one other main project undemway includes adding an extra traffic lane each way for the main road
all the wayto Aquamarine Fukushima as well & working on as bypass that will connect Onahama directly
tothe Joban Expressway.

wakd Vision has leamt more about the efforts taking place to revitalise the

We hope to find out more about the progress of reconstruction In other areas of hwvakl in the future.
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