Iwaki's Revitalisation 5 Years After the Disaster:
Usulso and Toyoma Districts

The final article of our serles covering bakl's progress In the reconstruction aftsr the Great East Japan
Earthquake takss a look at two of the most devastated areas of lwakl after the tsunami: Usulsoand Toyoma.

Before and during the disaster

Toyoma and Usulso were once popular bathing areas; Usuiso alone attracted 260,000 swimmers to its
beautiful beach each year. Toyoma's beach attracts many bocal surfers, even today. Before the disaster, 787
p=oplke Ived In Usulso and 1784 people lived In Toyoma with the communities possessing 344 and 769
houses raspectively.

Usulso recorded the largest loss of life cut of the tsunamkaffected areas of lwaki after an 8.5m tsunami
Inundated a 27ha area, taking 115 lives. An additional 90 lives were lost In Toyoma. A total of 850 bulkings
were completely destroyed In beth districts.

Despite the tragic losses In these arsas, there was one fortunate colncidence on the day. The local juri]ot
high school In Usuiso held thelr graduation ceremony on the moming of theear'thqqéig Althouah the
tsunam| flooded the school, the students had already left after the cersmony, preventing potentially more
casualties. However, the schoal had to close down and relocate as a result of the disaster. '

Usulso and Toyoma S years later

Since Toyoma and Usulso experienced the largest and most destructive tsunam s within hwaki in 201 1, the
hwaki City and Fukushima Prefectural governments have baen working to ensure thesecoastaloommunmas
are aven the maximum level of protection from future tsunamis. A 7.2m seawall will bs bullt inadditionto a
50m wide green zone to shield the Usulso-Toyoma coast from Incoming tsunamis. Mast of the land
Including the new roads near the coast has been ralsed by excavating land from the nearby mountains and
piling It up closer to the shore - rakingthe overall helght above sea level. New roads and parks are also being
bullt to rejuvenate the area, Overall, the reconstruction project covers a 37ha area InUsulso ard a 55.9ha area
In Toyoma, with a projected 185 lots and 349 lots of housing In the respective districts. Since there s kess land
avallable on the coast due to the areen zone, the Usulso-Toyoma redewebpments also Include the creatbn
of rews districts on higher ground where the hills have been flattenad and the = excass soll moved onto the
coast, The lots are all expected to be handed over by March 2018,

Usulso Is also being restored as an attractive beach destination with a carpark established forbeachoosrs to
accommodate the potential tourtst demand. In other developments, the new Junior high school to replace
the one that was damaged in 2011 Is expacted to open after the summer break in August 2017.
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