Local Government Exchange and Cooperation Seminar 2016
CLAIR Hosted Tour of Iwaki

The Council of Local Authoritizs for Intersational Relations (OLAIR) s a government-affilsted agency that was set up &5 3 means
tn sepport intemationalisation efforts in Japan and faditate exchange bebseen Japaness and overseas local govemments. Agart
fron Rs Invokaement i e Japes Exchange and Teacting Program {JET Program], CLAIR slso Irvites local goveramaent officdals each
yoar from areas ooversd by Bheir overseas offices fo shedy the cument sibeation of local gowermmensts in Japan and help contribute
tovwainds improved community developmant in both countries as part of the Local Goeemenent Exchange and Cooparation Seminar.

Far the: mriost recent semninar, CLAIR Lendon irstted sight
bcal govemmant officlals from across the Unhed
Kingsdoan for & study iour of Twald, The toor was simed at:
- Showing the UK local government officials the amomnt of
progress Iwakd kas made in recovering after the Great
Earst Japan Earthapake of 2011

- Offering @ betber understanding of Fulushima and the
areas that suffered dee to misinformation spread as a
consequence of e Fulkeshima Dalichl Nuckar Disaster.
- Providing disiogee bebwsen the Dwakl and UK iocl
govemerent  officals In order fo find  owt  useful
infimeartion for fubere community planning.

Apart from touring various facilities, the UK officals also had a chance bo mest with the: mayor of Twaki as well a5 hold discessions
with representatives of the varous diviskas withis Twaki Oy Government. Throsgh mestings and eschanging opinions with peophe

who are in charge of disaster prevention, sasclear counbermzseres, Indestny & regional development, hossing, agricutture, fisheries,
tourisen and warous othir dhiskors, the UE officials vwene able 0 gain & sense of how the Afferent divisions in Duak] Oy Gowernanent

are working ingether to Belp restore Twalkd and dewelop & city that s sven more prospenus than before 2011 Peald offidak ako
recetved some eseful advice about how London handied the 2002 Olymnpics o that Beald will also be able to rake the most of s

initiatives in the lead up to and during the oo 2020 Clympics,
Ivanlil Vislom asked the participants to shane their thoughtbs on their fme in beakd. Hene's wiat some of them had to say

Jemsary's visit to bwaid City was absolutely fascinating and & privilege: to see how another country s approaching somae of
the ordinary day to day ssuss we also Baoe in Hhe UK but alss b partiosiar to see how She Teald Oty govemment and ks
local people have responded te the exceptional and horific events of March 2011 It was impressie fo s how the diy

govemment is working alongside besiness and local communkies to reinvigorate Ivakl and to shape a new identity for the
jplace b the feture. Asrongst many highlights of & wonderful Shree days. i Isald, Fan s8il most struck by the: resilience shown

by lncal people, which vee learned of wihen visiting a hoesing development sBe to rebulld 2 community devastated by the

tsunami. And ammongst mary enjoryable ecperkences the show at Spa Resom Havallans vwas unforgettable! 1 wish e people
off Tvald all the: best in thelr efforts io reballd the city and maloe it & sscoess and [ hope o be back o visk 2t some polst.

— Damlan, Mewham Coundl

Dkl |5 & Tascinating place, both celbarally and from a local gosemenent perspective. [ was grateful to be granted such an
insight inte the mary chalenges the dby government has taced and Row the area s developing amd moving fonseed,
including throwgh inftiathes. on local food and produce, housing and tourism.

= Julila, Greater London Autlority

T rezmry of iy Sme In Deald will stay with me forever, We veere all overwhelmed by the warm weloome vee recetved In
the city — thene are not many places you vistt and the first thing you do is be grested by the mayor 2nd bis teaend Sampling
the vast array of eald's boarism offer was really fun — from sisiting a tomato famm to frying on @ Kmono and aftempting
calligraply after a traditional fea ceremmony — all incredible experiznces. The most special part of the trip, however, was
mreeting Twakd residents affected by the tswsan and to learn mose about bow they are rebuliding their homes and their lves.
It wezs Incredibly mosing to hear about the debermination and spirt of the residents, and [ feel very lucky bo Base met somae
wiry inspiring pecple. The memony T will take back vith me bo ey family, fiends and collzagues is that Twald ks & very spacial,
i s resilient place, and evergone should Bave the opporbesity b wisk and experience everything It Bas to offer!

— Jesslca, Hew Local Government Nebsork

‘When T applled Bo join the: Locall Goversenent Cooperation and Exchange Seminar, [ was very eager to karn abaut the
reconstruction efforts. in and amesd Twald Oy but did not really inow what to sxpect. Lk the rest of the world, T had
wasiched the coverage of what happened In 2011 and those wene the Images that were inmmy mind as T flew to Japan. But
wahialt 1 sorw amd eoiporiencsd) vwas. comnpletely different: & wibrant, attractive city with & beautiful edscape, smazing osisine
and the friendliest peophe. That is the message that I hewe camied back vilth me. The vision that the mayor and oty officials
spoke about to maks lenkd City even better than It wis before definitely feels ke It s becoming reality. Om a final nobe, T
st express iy profound gratitude to our bosts from the city councll and CLAIR for their hospRalty and waemih, as well 25
iy best wishes to heald Oby residents for 2 Bright future.

— Fiali, Brmdngham City Counecil

Japam is & country with which I base had & relationship for more than 20 years — my wife 2nd daughier ane both from &omen
- a2 it holds & special place close to my heart and that’s wibry T applied to take part in thee exchange vist in January and why
T'was so keen to wisit Isaki Oby and learn about s recovery from the Great East lspan Eathquake. I found the three days
in Peaild Ciy quibte emotional; T was incredibly moved by the openness and transparency with wihich oer Japanese coilzagues
approached the wisit and by mesting some of the people directy affected by the disaster. As a fellow locall gosernment
officer, the wery thought of nesding to creste a department called 'Muckar Disaster Becowery Dikion' iz, well,
incomprehansible. The scale and magnitude of the: recoweny officlals Base kad to plan for and implement ks bruly astounding
= and of course the job Is not yet complebe. 1.came away with a desper respect and admiration for the: oty officlals and
peopke of Iwakl, for their strength and resilence and thelr abily to look to the futuee and plan for a better Twald for ks
reskents both obd, and new.

= Simeon; Royal Borough of Windsor amd Maldenhead

Thanks o this ecent CLAR sporsoned Sour, Iwalkd hes been able to present & mone accurabe image of Fekushima o overseas
represatatives. Thromgh Imviting tourists and officlall guests from other nations, Twaki bas helped oombat the negative stereotypes
and spread this posittee image across. the workl. This is one effectie shep towands encouraging more visibors from across Japan
and abroad &0 vislt this ity

Phecto {page ) Partbpanes of the Lecal Gowernment Exchange and
Coogesation Seminar shase thelr epiniors and advice Toe Jwall durlng
A asire with Dea] Chy jetiesentthss.

Phesto (page 1) Feeticlpants of e seminar veea kinisand hakamas o The
aruzarsa Shakn A Misern (paboipanes from kit o pight: Sinan Reches,
Plall Das Gugt, Daman dkases, Jane Dudman, ln Harey Jessloa
Stutilert, Peter Burgand, Julla Maressaiith).

= Declalmeer: Tkl Viskn sought commmeent Trom ol of the particlarts of the
Local Governimet Eschange and Ceoperablen Serminar 2006, Howesver ot the
Tiree of publihing this edbien, we were wlsrunabely unalile b nckide
YOS OHTEREE duE b Teee conaraims
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