Samoa Rugbg ( Inion Dclegation’s Visit to |waki

We have finally en As part of the preparations for this year’s preliminary training camps, two coaching staff from the SRU visited

the World Cup beg Iwaki to inspect the facilities that the Manu Samoa players are likely to use during their time in Iwaki.

the city for their pr

Over two days from 6 to 7 December, 2018, Zane Hilton, then high performance manager, and Aloi Alesana, team
manager, inspected potential training venues such as Iwaki Green Field and its neighbouring indoor facility Iwaki
Green Base as well as the facilities in Iwaki FC Park and Spa Resort Hawaiians.

During his brief b, ) _ Overall they were quite impressed with the quality of Iwaki’s sports facilities, in particular, they complimented the

Shimizu met with "_ i 5 W Al B L - staff of Iwaki Green Field for having a “world-class” rugby ground.
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Photos: Apart from inspecting the training grounds, the officials were also able to meet Mayor Shimizu and hear about his

Page 6 Top: The mayor of Iwaki and the prime minister of Samoa holding the signed statement of agreement for the Rugby World Cup experiences in Samoa when he visited earlier in October (as mentioned on the previous page)

preliminary training camps . .. .. .
Manu Samoa will arrive in Iwaki in September 2019 in the lead up to the Rugby World Cup and are scheduled to

Page 6 Bottom: The mayor observing the preparation of Samoa’s traditional umu cuisine

Page 7 Top: Aloi Alesana (left) and Zane Hilton (right) presenting a Manu Samoa jersey as a gift for the mayor of Iwaki play against Japan on 5 October. However, it is anticipated that there will be many opportunities for Iwaki

Page 7 Bottom: The SRU officials inspecting Iwaki Green Field with officials from Iwaki Rugby Union residents to enjoy cultural exchange with the Samoans during their time in the city.
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