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B Introduction by Mayor Hiroyuki UCHIDA

The Iwaki region was designated as a New Industrial City in 1964, and in October 1966, the
5 cities, 4 towns and 5 villages that occupied the region amalgamated to create Iwaki City.The

city is located in the southeastern corner of Fukushima Prefecture, where it faces the Pacific
Ocean and enjoys an abundance of nature and a temperate climate.Iwaki is the birthplace of
Japanese hula culture, with a population of roughly 330,000.

Iwaki has a flourishing tourism industry that makes use of regional sights such as Shiramizu
Amida Temple, which is Fukushima Prefecture’s only building designated as a National Trea-
sure, the Iwaki Yumoto Hot Springs Town, which is counted amongst the Three Ancient
Springs in Japan, as well as the Onahama Port area, which includes Aquamarine Park. Our
city is also known as an industrial city, but this is not just because of our diverse range of in-
dustries which include fisheries, forestry and agriculture. It is also due to the fact that we
boast one of the highest manufacturing outputs in the Tohoku region, thanks to both the
expansion of Onahama Port as a major hub for international trade, and to improvements to
the Joban Expressway as part of Iwaki’s highway system.

Last year, as a new initiative, we formulated Iwaki's version of the “Basic Policy". This out-
lines the policy direction for the fiscal year of 2023 and the structural reform initiatives that support
the policy. It is based on the three pillars of “Nurturing the Next Generation” “Protecting Lives
and Livelihoods” and “Enhancing the Appeal of our City”, which will help to realize Iwaki's
number one position in Japan for human development.

Furthermore, we will tackle the five reforms, including the promotion of Administrative DX
(Digital Transformation) and optimizing the city’s services, infrastructures and more, to build
sustainable administrative and financial management.

We are certain that Iwaki has the resilience and ability necessary to conquer such hardships
and make leaps towards the future. As Mayor, I will continue striving to make our hometown
of Iwaki “The No.1 City for Human Development in Japan”.

It is my hope that this handbook will assist you in coming to understand more about Iwaki
City.
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