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il w Through the common bond of coal, Iwaki formed a friendship

a city relationship with Fushun in northeast China in April 1982.

Both cities are continuing to develop close ties in a variety of fields
whE including business, medicine, culture and education.
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Iwaki and Townsville in Queensland have a lot in common, such as
their modern ports, and became sister cities in August 1991.

Currently, mutual exchange is being undertaken mainly in the fields
of education and culture.
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Iwaki and Kauai in Hawaii have built a strong friendship mainly
based on cultural exchange through hula and other folk dances, and
became sister cities in September 2016. Both cities are continuing
to develop close ties in the fields of tourism, culture and sports.
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Parent-Child City : urihonjo City
(Akita Prefecture)
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Iwaki City and Yurihonjo City (known as Iwaki Town at the time)
formed a parent-child relationship in August 1986 because of a
historical connection-both places were once governed by the Iwaki
Clan. Their relationship is very close, like that of a parent and child,
and Iwaki City and Yurihonjo City are constantly promoting
exchange in the fields of culture and education.
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Brother City : Nobeoka City
(Miyazaki Prefecture)
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Miyazaki City

BISRERHDAER
Location of Nobeoka
City,Miyazaki Prefecture
BISRER HAY I EE

LR O E [WIEA] SIER#E~E b7z & v ) i
WIS & o TR Z MR CP9ESH) LEL
720 BUE, BB, b, #EREFOILH R T, EHRERK
ﬁ%ﬁ?of‘/‘ij‘o

A brother city agreement was made with Nobeoka City in May
1997 on the basis of an historical link—the Edo period feudal rulers
of Iwaki, the Naito Clan were transferred to Nobeoka. Iwaki and
Nobeoka currently enjoy active exchanges in a wide range of fields
such as education, culture and industry.
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Honorary Citizens

The late Dr. Yasuo Hatakeyama

Former Director of the Iwaki City General Kyorit-
su Hospital (present-day Iwaki City Medical Center).
The hospital opened in 1950, and Dr. Hatakeyama
made substantial contributions to the improvement
of medical services for Iwaki citizens in his role as its
Director. He was made an Honorary Citizen on July
2™ 1983, and passed away on October 2" 1989.
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The title of Honorary Citizen

was established in 1983 to hon-
our and remember people who
have made outstanding contri-
bution to the culture and public
welfare of Iwaki.
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The late Mr. Shimpei Kusano

Poet. Born in Ogawa Town, Iwaki. Recipient of the
Order of Cultural Merit and member of the Japan
Art Academy and Japan Pen Club, Mr. Kusano was
a leading figure in the Japanese literary world. He
was made an Honorary Citizen on July 4, 1984. He
passed away on November 12, 1988.
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Overview of Iwaki City's History
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Iwaki City was established in October 1966. Since then, the city has grown
steadily through the years. The mountains of coal deposits, which were once a
symbol of lwaki, have dissipated and been replaced by modern offices and
residential housing. Although many people have come and gone from our
community, there are some things that will never change: the spirit of the
people who live in this city, and their love of its beauty and warmth.
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Joban-Koriyama area designated
as a New Industrial City
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Iwaki City established following
amalgamation of 14 local authorities
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Azalea selected as city flower

EETTHIE MHEs7E]

BRAIS0%E 1975

(FBBFI514E)
1976
1976
(BBA0514E)
1976
1976
(BBF0574E)
1982

1982

BEREOEL

Closure of Joban Coal Mine
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Citizens' charter established
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Friendship city relationship formed
with Fushun, China
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1987
1987
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1988
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Iwaki Marine Tower opened
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Parent-child city relationship formed
with Iwaki Town (now Yurihonjo City),
in Akita Prefecture
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Foundation of Iwaki Meisei University
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Joban Expressway opens in Iwaki
BER R RRER ST

(FRk 3 &)
1991

1991

F—=RAEZUT - BV E)bHE
E IR ES Th % s S

Sister city relationship formed with

Townsville, Australia
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Taira Station renamed as "Iwaki Station"
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Fukushima National Sports Festival
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Establishment of FM Iwaki
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Seagull selected as city bird
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Brother city relationship formed with
Nobeoka City, Miyazaki Prefecture
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Banetsu Expressway opened
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International cargo ship routes from Port
Onahama established
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Iwaki becomes a "Core City"
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Mehikari selected as city fish
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First sales of land in Yotsukura Industrial
Park
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Latov (part of lwaki's redevelopment
project) opened
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Iwaki City Library & Iwaki Business
Innovation Centre opened
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Grand opening of the Iwaki Performing
Arts Centre "Alios"
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The 1* Iwaki Sunshine Marathon held
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Restoration and reconstruction from the
Great East Japan Earthquake
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Fukushima Reconstruction Festival held
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2014 Experience-Based Economic Education
Facility "Elem" opened
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2015 The 7" Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting
(PALM?) held
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2016 The 3 WBSC U-15 Baseball World Cup
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2016 Sister city relationship formed with
Kauai, USA
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Same River Park’s community exchan-
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2018 The 8" Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting
- (PALM8) held
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2018 The 10th International Aquarium Con-
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2019 Host town exchange with the Inde
pendent State of Samoa held
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2020 Implementation of COVID-19 Pre-
vention Measures
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2020 Opening of Iwaki 3.11 Memorial and
Revitalisation Museum
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2021 Revival Cycling Road “lwaki Nanaha-
ma Kaido"was fully opened.
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